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As Montesquieu suggests, "When has any established power ex-
- isted without abuse?" And when, we may add, has there been a
ISS4=- pin to choose between the parties in using patronage to reward
and nourish support? But while the indictment was a fine flight
of travesty, it was not better than the letter of a few months
before to Lord Salisbury. Then Lord Eandolph had held up to
admiration the vigorous popular method of the Caucus by com-
parison with the Conservative party's "present effete system of
wire-pulling and secret organisation"; and added that Caucus
was only "a name of evil sound and omen in the ears of aristo-
cratic or privileged classes". Chamberlain, as we have seen,
especially in his correspondence with Morley, thought rather that
he had brought more air and pure water and light, more health
and pleasure into the lives of the masses; that he had multiplied
schools but reduced death and disease; that he had created the
"Birmingham system" to crush stubborn abuses, and to make
majority-rule an efficient means of working for the "greatest
good of the greatest number".
We must remind ourselves once more that the energy of his
effort in 1884 to enlarge the electoral system and so to change
the whole working of the parliamentary machine sprang from
his desire to do for the nation what he had done for his town.
To this acrid passage between Chamberlain and Churchill there
was a generous sequel. At heart the two men were always drawn
to each other. Revelling in general battle, but hating personal
estrangement from the few he liked, Chamberlain offered his
friendship "sans rancune", as he put it, to Lord Randolph a few
weeks later; when the latter, strained by fatigue, was about to
leave for a holiday in India. The reply was quick and warm:
I like to think that it is neither impossible nor improbable [said the
Tory democrat] that political circumstances may from time to time find
us again in agreement}, and although your position and power will be
far above mine, I shall be on the look-out for those occasions.1
"He remained to the end of his life", says Lady Randolph, "an
ardent admirer and friend of Mr. Chamberlain." But of what
their lives were indeed to be, their triumphs and their tragedies
in unexpected order nothing did they know.
1 Lord Randolph Churchill, vol. i. p. 372 (November 27, 1884).